NATIVE   REVOLTS   AND   CONSEQUENCES
It was not until April, 1879, after nine months of bitter
fighting that colonists were able to return to their holdings
and on June 8rd, after almost a year of warfare, the revolt
was officially declared finished, with the raising of the state
of siege from Bourail, Ourail and Boulouparis. This 1878
revolt did an immeasurable amount of harm to French
colonization, and the colony as never recovered from its
effects.
Throughout the colony 200 stations were pillaged or
destroyed, 200 colonists and whites killed, nineteen wounded.
Crops and machinery were ruined, the result of years of
labour vanished overnight, and it was difficult enough to
persuade even those colonists who had preserved their lives
by fleeing, to return to the land. It was next to impossible
to recruit new migrants from France to replace those killed.
As the 1878 revolt was only the culmination of sporadic
resistance ever since the French occupied the island, public
opinion in the colony and in France clamoured for an
enquiry as to the reason for this state of affairs.
A commission was set up, but much to the disgust of the
colonists it was filed away in the French War Office and its
findings never revealed to the public. New Caledonians
protested at the hushing up of the affair, feeling that they at
least should have been informed of the commission's findings,
but their protests went unheeded.
The Noumea paper, La Nouvelle Caledonie, in its issue
of October 23rd, 1879, however, published its version of the
main causes of the troxibles with.the natives, and its con-
clusions seem to have been shared by the majority of the
colonists. It sets out the causes as follows.
The Main Causes :—
 (a)	They are black.   We are white.   They were the first
occupants of the island.    We arrived later.
 (b)	Formerly the vast land was free.    Now the stations
move closer together and the colonists increase to crowd the
natives out.    They revolt.

